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WOMXN UP CONFERENCE TOUGH OPPONENT 
The Office of Civic Engagement and Volunteerism 
is hosting its annual Womxn Up conference. 
PAGE 3 
The Eastern football team will 
face a nationally-ranked Murray 
State team Sunday afternoon. 
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By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @corryn_brock 
Eastern's Naming Committee hosted a fo-
rum Thursday night to allow community mem-
bers to voice their opinions on the questions of 
whether the university should retain the name 
of Douglas Hall or rename the building. 
This was the fourth forum the committee has 
held on the matter this year. Previously the com-
mittee held forums for Eastern faculty, Eastern 
staff and current students; the next three forums 
will be focused on specific student groups. 
During the community forum all but one in-
dividual spoke in favor of a name change, fol-
lowing the general trend of the previous forums. 
Twelve people spoke during the forum. 
Brian Moushon, an Eastern alum now living 
in Georgia, shared that he was not in favor of a 
name change but said multiple times he was "on 
the fence" about the matter. 
He shared he was concerned that the renam-
ing could lead to other places on campus be-




"TELL THE TRUTH AND DON'T BE AFRAID" VOL. 105 I NO. 121 
Tea for three 
Moushon said he disagreed with a description 
of those who oppose renaming Douglas Hall 
given by another individual who spoke during 
the forum. 
"I am not, as one of the speakers talked 
about, the racist backwater and the P.R. disaster 
that this will create," Moushon said. 
ZACH BERGER I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Elizabeth Meyer(left), a freshman majoring in communication disorders and services, Mary Chellino(center), a freshman majoring in 
elementary education, and Hannah Michalski(right), a sophomore majoring In physical education, pour themselves some tea at the 
Let's Spill the Tea event, hosted by University Board for Women's History Month. The event was open to 46 people who were given tea, 
snacks, painting supplies, a board to paint on and access to three photo booths. Attendees had a chance to win an assortment of gift 
baskets and gift cards including a Keurlg basket, Polaroid basket and much more. 
FORUM, page 3 
Students talk about National Umbrella Month 
By Ryan Meyer 
Staff Reporter l@DEN_news 
Although the second half of March has 
had many sunny and warm days, it is Na-
tional Umbrella Month and Thursday's 
rainy weather provided a reason to break 
out the protective parasols. 
"It doesn't have to be super rainy for me to use an 
umbrella, it just mostly depends on the distance I 
have to walk in the rain:' 
According to nationaldaycalendar.com, 
National Umbrella Month was created in 
2013 by Thomas Edward Knibb, who is have one. 
also responsible for National Open an Um- "It's gotta be like a downpour to use 
brella Indoors Day on March 13. The web- one," Martynowicz said. "I feel like umbrel-
site claims that the reason for celebrating las arc one of those things that aren't em-
umbrellas originates from the world realiz- barrassing to use but feel embarrassing." 
ing how underrated they are. Martynowicz also noted that while he 
Lukas Hastings, a freshman biochemistry doesn't own an umbrella, Booth has them 
major, said the distance he walks in the rain available to rent, but that he prefers hus-
is more determinant in his decision to car- ding to his class. 
ry an umbrella than the strength of the rain "I do know the library has them to check 
itself. out if need be," Martynowicz said. "I'd 
"I use an umbrella when I have to walk a rather just do a quick jog to class honestly." 
good amount of distance in the rain," Hast- One of the reasons listed as "Why We 
ings said. "It doesn't have to be super rainy Love National Umbrella Month" is that 
for me to use an umbrella it just mostly de- umbrellas can help to protect one's skin 
pends on the distance I have to walk in the from the sun's rays. 
rain." "Studies have shown that carrying an 
Peter Martynowicz, a sophomore digi- umbrella around on a sunny day can help to 
ta! technology major, said that it has to be minimize exposure to UV rays," the website 
raining hard to grab an umbrella, partially reads. "The color black typically docs the 
because of a possible stereotype surround- best job filtering out the harmful rays, but 
, ing. ui:n.b,rellas, bllt, aiso becau~e. he doesn't , , lJnless you' re carrying around a clear um-
'-
-Lukas Hastings, freshman 
brella, using something is better than noth-
ing." 
Hastings said that while he hasn't used 
an umbrella for this type of weather protec-
tion, he has noticed its popularity outside 
in warmer temperatures or environments. 
"I've never tried to protect myself from 
the sun's rays with an umbrella but I know 
a lot of people use it at water parks, pools 
and beaches," Hastings said. 
Acknowledging the popular rhyme about 
spring, Hastings wondered why March Na-
tional Umbrella Month and not April. 
'Tm surprised March is National Um-
brella Month seeing as April showers bring 
May flowers is the saying, but if it is rain-
ing a good amount and I have to walk a 
good distance I'll use an umbrella," Hast-
ings said. 
Nationaldaycalendar.com also cited fash-
ion as another reason to love National Um-
brella Month, saying "Umbrellas aren't only 
functional, but they can also make quite a 
fashion statement. These handheld acces-
sories make for great props during photo-
shoots, and they often make runway ap-
pearances." 
Both Hastings and Martynowicz ac-
knowledged the use of umbrellas as fashion 
accessories. 
"I think umbrellas as a fashion accessory 
can only work for a few people but I fully 
agree with them because I think they look 
nice even in broad daylight for some people 
and how the umbrella looks," Hastings said. 
Martynowicz also said he thought that 
umbrellas were popular in Japan for their 
fashion potential. 
"As fashion accessories they rock. I'm 
pretty sure they are very popular in Japan 
for that reason and they look awesome," 
Martynowicz said. 
According to a blog post by Steve Park-
er on insidejapantours.com, umbrellas are 
popular in Japan during the rainy month of 
June because it is too hot for raincoats. 
Nationaldaycalendar.com advises those 
interested in observing National Umbrella 
Month to make their own umbrellas, host 
an umbrella charity drive or get creative 
with a photoshoot. 
Ryan Meyercan be reached at 581-2812 or 
rameyer@eiu.edu. 
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High: 71 ° 
Low: 43° 
Georgia Gov. Kemp 
door open for signs GOP election 
Senate changes to bill amid an outcry 
1E1~r~:J'NEws advance agenda ATLANTA (AP) - Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp drew protests Thursday as he signed into law a sweeping Republi-
can-sponsored overhaul of state elections 
that includes new restrictions on voting 
by mail and greater legislative control over 
how elections are run. 
President Joe Biden called such GOP 
efforts "un-American" and "sick" during a 
news conferenc.e Thwsday. 
The Republican changes to voting law 
in Georgia follows record-breaking rum-
out that led to Democratic victories in the 
presidential contest and two U.S. Senate 
runoffs in the once reliably red state. 
"Tell the troth and don't be afraid." 
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WASHINGTON (AP) -:-- Presi-
dent Joe Biden at his first news con-
ference Thursday left the door open 
to backing fundamental changes in 
Senate procedure to muscle key parts 
of his agenda'like immigration and 
voting rights past Republican oppo-
sition "if there's complete lockdown 
and chaos." 
Even as his administration nav-
igates the COVI D-19 pandemic 
and the resulting economic damage, 
Biden is grappling with how to deliv-
er on a host of big promises despite a 
razor-thin Senate majority. He teased 
that changes to Senate rules that 
would allow bills to pass with few-
er votes may be necessary for him to 
achieve some of those goals. 
"If there's complete lockdown and 
chaos, as a consequence of the fili-
buster, then we're going to have to go 
beyond what I'm talking about," he 
said. 
Despite strong poll numbers, 
Biden faces headwinds in delivering 
on his ambitious legislative agenda. 
His party's congressional majorities 
are narrow, Republican opposition 
appears entrenched and not all Dem-
ocrats arc aligned in reforming Senate 
rules on the filibuster, 
Biden at first backed a modifica-
tion - but not elimination - of the 
arcane procedural tactic. But he then 
suggested, at least on certain issues, 
he would go further, saying the fili-
buster - which requires 60 votes to 
pass legislation in the Senate - was 
being "abused in a gigantic way" by 
Republicans. 
"I want to get things done, I want 
to get them done consistent with 
what we promised the American peo-
ple," said Biden, who spent decades in 
the Senate. "I am going to say some-
thing outrageous: I have never been 
particularly poor at calculating how 
to get things done in the United 
States Senate." 
Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer at his own press conference 
Thursday declined to lean too heavi-
ly into filibuster changes, only saying 
that "everything, everything is on the 
table." 
And West Virginia Sen. Joe Man-
chin, a moderate Democrat whose 
vote is critical, said he tnought the 
rules were there to make sure "the 
big guy doesn't pick on the little guy," 
adding that he was trying to protect 
"basic civility." 
Biden's own political future came 
up at the press conference as well. The 
78-year-old president said for the first 
time his "plan is to run for reelection, 
that is my expectation." But he made 
clear his focus was on the here and 
now and not a distant election. 
Democrats and voting rights groups 
say the law will disproportionately dis-
enfranchise voters of color. It is one of a 
wave of GOP-backed election bills intro-
duced in states around the country after 
former President Donald Trump stoked 
fulse claims that fraud led to his 2020 elec-
tion defeat. 
Kemp signed the bill less than two 
hours after it cleared the Georgia General 
Assembly. The bill passed the state House 
100-75, before the state Senate quickly 
agreed to House changes, 34-20. Republi-
cans in the legislature supponed it. Dem-
ocrats were opposed 
N Korea confirms 
missile tests as Eiden 
warns of re·sponse 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -
North Korea on Friday confirmed it 
had tested a new guided mi~ile as Pres-
ident Joe Biden warned of consequenc-
es if Pyongyang escalates tensions amid 
stalled nuclear negotiations. 
The North's official Korean Central 
News Agency said the two "new-type 
tactical guided projectiles" accurate• 
ly hit the target off the eastern coast on 
Thursday. Photos on the website of the 
Nonh's main Rodong Sinmun newspa-
per showed a missile lifting off from a 
transport erector launcher amid bright 
flames. 
KCNA quoted top official Ri Pyong 
Chol, who supervised the test, as saying 
that the new weapon's development "is 
of great significanc.e in bolstering up the 
military power of the country and de-
terring all sorts of military threats exist· 
ing on the Korean Peninsula." 
Japanese officials said both weapons 
tested Thursday were ballistic missiles, 
which are prohibited by U.N. Security 
. Council resolutions. 
FOLLOW 
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By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @corryn_brock 
The Office of Civic Engagement 
and Volunceerism is hosting its annu-
al Womxn Up Conference on Friday. 
The office describes the event as "a 
space for anyone identifying as a wom-
xn to come together and learn from 
and engage with other womxn about 
issues we face walking through the 
world today." 
The keynote speaker for the event 
will be Catherine Polydore, assistant 
dean of the Honors College. Polydore 
will speak on "dismantling the chains 
of imposter syndrome." 
Following the keynote, there will be 
two breakout sessions. 
During the first breakout partic-
ipants can join sessions on self-care, 
being a bystander, budgeting, issues 
womxn of color face in the workplace 
and professional leadership. 
The second breakout will offer ses-
sions on domestic violence and healthy 
relationships, how to be a proactive 
ally to transgender people, being a . 
minority womxn at a predominately 
white university and how womxn ath-
letes are covered in the media. 
The closing keynote will be given by 
Ozlem Ersin, dean of the College of 
Health and Human Services. 
Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-
2812 or at cebrock@eiu.edu. 
» FORUM 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
The speaker Moushon was re-
ferring to is Chris Hanlon, former 
Eastern professor and the person 
who originally brought the idea of 
renaming Douglas Hall to the Nam-
ing Committee in 2010. · 
Hanlon said when he came to 
Eastern in 2001 he was stunned to 
see a building named after Stephen 
Douglas. 
"I knew the debate took place in 
Charleston and I knew the debate 
was important, but I didn't see the 
building name as commemorating 
the debate because it doesn't men-
tion the debate, it mentions Doug-
las." 
He added that the building has 
not educated anyone on the de-
bates, in his opinion, due to many 
people not kn?wing about who 
Douglas was or the debate. 
Hanlon said the building ap-
pears to him to honor Douglas rath-
er than educate people about him 
or his role in the 1858 debate with 
Abraham Lincoln that took place in 
Charleston. 
"I think what you broadcast 
when you name one building Lin-
coln and the other building Doug-
las is basically 'here are two prom-
inent, important Antebellum men, 
take your pick," Hanlon said. "And 
I don't even know what it would 
mean to commemorate the debate, 
what, commemorate all of the de-
bate? Even the terrible things that 
came out of the mouths of both 
men?" 
Hanlon also spoke on those who 
argue in favor of retaining the name 
of the hall. 
"I think there are a small minor-
THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS I NEWS 3 
SCREENSHOT BY CORRYN BROCK 
Participants listen during a community forum held Thursday by the Nam-
ing Committee to discuss a possible name change for Douglas Hall. 
ity of people who argue against re-
naming who are self-conscious rac-
ists and neo-confederates, I think 
there is a tiny sliver of that. I know 
Charleston well enough to know 
that. And I think there is anoth-
er group that doesn't grasp the facts 
and comes at this from a position 
of resentment of 'woke culture' or 
'cancel culture' or something like 
that. But the main thing I chink I 
see is fear. I chink there are a lot of 
people at Eastern who realize this 
name is an embarrassment, it makes 
Eastern look like a racist backwa-
ter, it really does and it's not a racist 
backwater. But I think there's some 
notion that the people reject to re-
naming chis building, the ignorant 
people, the resentful people, are an 
important constituency of Eastern 
and I don't chink chat's true." 
After the recent trends around 
the United States of no longer me-
morializing Confederate figures, 
Hanlon said he is worried of what 
the view of Eastern will be if the 
university does not rename Doug-
las Hall calling it a potential "P.R. 
disaster." 
JaDora Sailes Moore, a two-time 
Eastern alumna, said that she un-
derstood why the decision was made 
to name the buildings after the Lin-
coln-Douglas debate in Charleston, 
but said she does not believe much 
focus was put on what was said dur-
ing the debate. 
Moore also said Eastern needs co 
make a statement and rename the 
residence hall. 
"We are advocates for social jus-
tice on the EIU campus, we em-
brace diversity and inclusiveness," 
Moore said. "And the only way to 
send that message is to change the 
name, and whoever is chosen, what-
ever name is represented, certainly it 
should be someone that represents 
the cornerstone of our university, 
that being scholarship and service." 
Two directors of Eastern's Alumni 
Association Board of Directors also 
spoke during the forum, both say- · 
ing they were in favor of changing 1 
the name of Douglas Hall. 
Marvinetta Woodley-Penn, a 
member of the Alumni Association 
Board of Directors, said she loves 
Eastern but many of her friends do 
not because of their experiences at 
Eastern. She specifically spoke on 
the vandalism of the sign for the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union. 
"I think it would be a great ges-
ture to everyone that times are 
changing," Woodley-Penn said. 
She added that it should be a 
teachable moment for students. 
Ted Gregory, another member of 
the Alumni Association Board of 
Directors, spoke briefly but said he 
was in favor of changing the name. 
"I came into this leaning towards 
changing the name but wanted to 
hear the discussion before I decid-
ed, and I haven't really heard much 
in the way of a very persuasive ar-
gument to keep the name. I think it 
would be a great gesture to change 
it, whether it's Frederick Douglass 
Hall or some other name," Gregory 
said. "But I do think it's important 
to send the right message that that 
name really has no place at an insti-
tution like Eastern Illinois." 
The next Naming Committee 
meeting will be March 31. Three fo-
rums remain: one for students affil-
iated with BSU, LASO, Alpha Psi 
Lambda, NPHC and/or NAACP 
on March 29 at 4 p.m., one for stu-
dents affiliated with the Student 
Government, Interfraternity, Pan-
Hellenic Council on March 30 at 4 
p.m. and one for students affi!i'ated 
with the Residence Hall Association 
on April 1 at 5 p.m. 
The committee also encourag-
es engagement with its survey avail-
able at go.eiu.edu/EIUDouglasHall-
Survey. , ,., 
':'l, i-,,~,q~. ~ ;..: .. 1'"' 
Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-
2812 or at cebrock@eiu.edu. 
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Naming Committee Banning do-rags in schools is 
mtiSt evolve with a pointless microaggression ... , 
changing attitudes 
Over the past two Eastern's Nam-
ing Committee hosted four of the 
seven forums they have planned to 
get feedback on whether or not the 
university should rename or retain 
the name of Douglas Hall. -
The forums have given the com-
mittee a lot to work with as they de-
liberate and come to a conclusion for 
what the committee should recom-
mend to University President David 
Glassman and the Board of Trustees. 
Throughout the forums, howev-
er, one thing has become clear: East-
ern does not feel the same way it has 
in the past on the possibility of re-
naming Douglas Hall. In the past 
the overwhelming majority of the 
Eastern community fought back 
against the idea of renaming the hall 
and dug their heels into the idea of 
having a residence hall on Eastern's 
campus named after one of the men 
involved in a historical debate in 
Charleston. 
Now, people are seeing the hall 
differently. They're seeing Stephen 
Douglas for the man he was, not 
Editorial Board 
the piece he was in Abraham Lin-
coln's legacy. We at The Daily East-
ern News could not be happier to see 
this. 
Douglas was a horrible man with 
horrible ideas. He couldn't have even 
imagined the place that Charleston 
would become following the debate 
in 1858. 
He would have hated seeing our 
Black students and other students of 
color thrive at our institution, stu-
dents of all races attending classes 
together and the harmony that can 
be seen among students at Eastern. 
There's so much of Eastern today 
that Douglas would have hated. 
For that reason, among so many 
others, we must follow the trend 
around the nation and of the cam-
pus community now and change the 
name of Douglas Hall. If che naming 
committee does not recommend to 
change the building's name, they are 
no better than and holds no moral 
high ground over Douglas for their 
unwillingness to see what that build-
ing currently represents. 
Recently, it was brought to my at-
tention that Effingham High School 
had an incident with a student wear-
ing a do-rag to school. Effingham 
High School has banned do-rags. 
During their most recent school 
board meeting, where the incident 
was spoken about, they still voted to 
keep the ban. 
They claimed that the reasonings 
were "respect" in a public place, a 
"safety concern" and "earbuds." 
Do-rags are used to help maintain 
Black men and women's hair. Ir pre-
vents frizziness, keeps hairstyles in 
place, protects against Mother Na-
ture and helps creates their beautiful 
waves. This student had recently had 
his braids done, so he needed to wear 
a do-rag. 
This issue of whether or not do-
rags should or should not be worn 
has been debated for years in many 
schools across the nation. But should 
this even be a debate? 
If this is required for their hair, 
then why is this an issue? They say it's 
a "safety concern." What exactly does 
that even mean? "Respect" in a pub-
lic place? 
Gillian Eubanks 
I see it as microaggression at its 
finest. There has constantly been 
concerns with Black people's hair in 
schools. The schools ban their beauti-
ful braids and dreads, or have forced 
the students to cur their hair, or make 
it look more "white." This doesn't just 
happen in schools though. It happens 
in workplaces too. 
These schools, companies and soci-
ety in general are taking their culture 
away from them by making these ri-
diculous bans. 
These microaggressions have abso-
lutely no place in schools especially. 
In Effingham, only 1.4% of the stu-
dent population is Black, according 
to the Effingham Daily News. 
Editor- in-Chief 
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School is a place where children 
are supposed to not only be educat-
ed, but supported. Where is the sup-
port for the Black children? When 
you restrict them by taking away 
from their culture and completely 
disregarding their hair needs, you are 
saying, "we don't support you." Es-
pecially in a town with such a small 
Black community. 
There is clearly a lack of education 
and understanding with these school 
officials. This is why it is so impor-
tant to educate yourself, so as to not 
be micro aggressive. 
I have to question that if the 
roles were reversed, and white peo-
ple needed something for their hair, 
would it even be an issue? My guess 
is, no it wouldn't be. There is abso-
lutely no safety concern, or earbud 
concern, or whatever excuse they 
. want to make. This ban is just anoth-
er way white people create a direct 
split between themselves and Black 
people. 
Gillian Eubanks is a junior health com-
munication major. She can be reached 
at 581-2812 or gdeubanks@eiu.edu. 
r 'f., • 
Assistant Photo Editor . 
Zach Berger 
Panthers to play nationally-ranked Racers 
By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
Coming off of its first win of the 
season, the Eastern football team has a 
tall task at hand if they are to get their 
second win. 
The Panthers will be on the road 
Sunday against Murray State, which 
is the No. 19 team in the FCS on the 
STATS Media poll. 
The Racers are 4-0 in OVC play 
this season and are tied atop the 
standings with Jacksonville State. 
After winn ing three close games in 
a row, the Racers blew out Tennessee 
State 35-13 last week for their first de-
cisive win of the season. 
They arc ranked third in the OVC 
in both scoring offense (27 .3 points 
per game) and scoring defense (18.8 
points per game). 
Murray State's offensive success has 
come despite the fact that their pass-
ing game is ranked last in the confer-
ence. 
They are averaging 140.8 passing 
yards per game. 
Redshirt-junior quarterback Pres-
ton Rice is 43-of-85 passing this sea-
son for 562 yards, 5 touchdowns and 
3 interceptions. 
The Racers have been much more 
effective on the ground, where they 
are averagin g 165 rushing yards per 
game, the third-most in the OVC. 
Freshman running back Damon-
ta Witherspoon is leading the charge 
for the Racers with 307 rushing yards, 
which ranks third in the conference. 
The Racers' defense has also done 
its share of scoring this season. 
they lead the ave with 9 inter-
ceptions this season and have returned 
four of them for touchdowns. 
Redshirt-sophomore cornerback 
Marcis Floyd leads the team with 2 
interceptions, which is also tied for 
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern freshman safety Jordan Vincent (0) and sophomore defensive lineman Tim Varga (97) chase Tennessee Tech quarterback Bailey Fisher out of the 
pocket in a game March 21 at O'Brien Field. Vincent had 2 tackles and Varga had 8 in the game, which Eastern won 28-20. 
the most in the OVC, and has run 
one of them back for a touchdown. 
Eastern entered its game against 
Tennessee Tech ranked last in the con-
ference in scoring offense and defense, 
but is now tied for sixth in offense 
(17 .5 points per game) and is in sev-
enth in defense (29 points per game). 
Eastern is also more productive in 
the running game than the passing 
game to this point ranking fourth and 
sixth in the conference in those cate-
gories respectively. 
Freshman quarterback Otto Kuhns 
has started the last two games for the 
Panthers, and in those games is 3 l-
of-49 passing for 298 yards, 4 touch-
downs and an interception. 
Sophomore running back Jaclin 
Benefield ranks seventh in the con-
ference with 216 rushing yards while 
redshirt-freshman wide receiver Matt 
Judd leads the OVC with 234 kick re-
turn yards and ranks eighth with 326 
all-purpose yards. 
Sophomore linebacker Jason John-
son was named OVC Defensive Play-
er of the Week this week afrer record-
ing 15 tackles against Tennessee Tech. 
He leads the OVC this season with 44 
total tackles. 
The game Sunday is scheduled to 
kick off at 2 p.m. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtuminO@eiu.edu. 






---1 T'S WARBLER 
TIME! 
limited number of yearbooks are available for 
free to graduates in undergraduate programs. 
so make sure you reserve your copy of 
EIU's award-winning yearbook, 
''The Warbler," TODAY! 
If you are graduating. and want to be 
guaranteed a yearbook, you must order one! 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. 
TO ORDER, VISIT: 
https://com merce.cashnet.com /eiuspu b 
